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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR 
1 9 5 6. 


Health  Department, 
Tovra  Hall, 

Bishop  Auckland. 


BISHOP  AUCKLAND  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 
HMLTH  DEPART!\/[ENT. 


Annual  Report  1956. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  the  report  for  the  year  1956. 

AREA  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  9,336  acres.  The  estimated 
population  in  mid  1956  was  35,290,  a decrease  of  20  on  the 
previous  year's  estimate. 

The  rateable  value  at  the  end  of  1956  was  £311,301  and 
the  product  of  a penny  rate  £1160. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  acscording  to  the  Council’s 
rate  books  was,  at  the  end  of  1956,  11,163, 

VITAL  STA'TISTICS. 

In  the  following  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  of  tho 
district  the  corrected  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  have  boon  usod  and  tho  rates  quoted  are  based  on  the 
above  mentioned  estimated  population. 


— 

Live  Births 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Logitimato . 

582 

301 

281 

Illegitimate . 

30 

15 

15 

TOTAL. 

612 

316 

296 

Tho  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
is  17.3,  The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Vifalos  v^as 
15.7. 


Still  Births , 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legj  timatp  , 

10 

4 

6 

Illegitimate  . 

1 

1 

0 

TOTAL, 

11 

5 

6 

------  

L ■■■— . 

. . 
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Rato  por  1,000  livo  and  still  births 


17.65 


Tho  corresponding  rate  for  England  & Wales  was  23,00 
DEATES . 

After  correction  for  outwardly  and  inwardly  transferable 
deaths  a total  of  411  (227  males  and  184  females)  deaths  of 
residents  v/ere  recorded  during  the  year,  giving  a death  rate  of 
11.65  por  1,000  of  tho  estimated  popuhition.  The  death  rate 
for  England  & Wales  as  a whole  in  1956  was  11,70.  Cardio- 
vascular diseases  accounted  for  222  of  the  total  deaths. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ago. 

Ton  male  and  nine  female  infants  died  during  tho  year 
before  attaining  their  first  birthday.  One  female  was 
illegitimate. 

Mortality  rate  por  1,000  live  births  30.60 

Tho  rate  in  England  & Wales  in  1956  23.80 

an  unprocodontod  low  record  for  tho  country. 


The  following  table  gives  tho  number  of  deaths  recorded 
from  various  causes  during  the  year. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

M 

F 

Tot; 

Cancer . 

27 

29 

56 

Leukaemia . 

0 

0 

0 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

35 

42 

77 

Coronary  disease,  angina. 

52 

21 

73 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

7 

9 

16 

Other  heart  disease. 

25 

31- 

56 

Pneumonia . 

13 

6 

19 

Bronchitis . 

20 

2 

22 

Other  respiratory  diseases. 

1 

1 

2 

Gastric  or  duodenal  ulcer. 

1 

1 

2 

Gastritis  and  enteritis. 

0 

0 

0 

Nephritis . 

1 

4 

5 

Hyporplasis  of  prostate. 

7 

0 

7 

Congenital  malformations . 

2 

5 

7 

Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

3 

1 

4 

All  other  accidents. 

8 

4 

12 

Other  circulatory  diseases. 

5 

12 

17 

Suicide . 

1 

3 

4 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms). 

1 

0 

1 

Influenza. 

0 

0 

0 

Other  infections. 

2 

0 

2 

All  other  causes  than  those  specified. 

16 

13 

29 

TOTAL, 

227 

184 

411 

2 


I^TFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Tho  follcwing  tablo  shows  tho  numbor  of  cases  notified  and 
the  deaths  from  the  various  infectious  diseases  (excluding 
tuberculosis)  which  occurred  among  tho  district's  residents 
during  1956. 


Disease . 

Total  cases 
notified . 

Total  No.  of 
cases  after 
corrected 
diagnosis . 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

hospital. 

Total 

Deaths 

Meningococcal  infection 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fovora 

68 

67 

30 

0 

Smallpox c 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria. 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Enteric  Fever. 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Pneumonia . 

46 

46 

2 

19 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Measles . 

581 

581 

2 

0 

V/hooping  Cough. 

159 

159 

0 

1 

Erysipelas . 

2 

E 

0 

0 

Dysentery. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

8 

7 

7 

0 

Acute  Encephalitis, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Food  Poisoning. 

0 

0 

- 1 

0 

0 

TEBSRCrJLOSIS. 

Tho  following  table  shows,  in  arrangement  by  ago  groups,  tho 
numbor  of  new  cases  notified  and  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
occurring  in  tho  district  during  the  year. 
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Nov/  Cases. 

Deaths 

Ago 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non 

Pulmonary , 

Pulmonary . 

Non 

Pulmonary. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 - 

1 - 

- 

- 

— 

•• 

5 - 

- 

a 

1 

1 

•• 

15  - 

2 

5 

- 

— 

•• 

25  - 

- 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35  - 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

55  - 

1 

— 

1 

•• 

65  and 
over. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1956 

5 

14 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1955 

15 

9 

1 

- 

3 

3 

1 

1954 

13 

7 

2 

1 

7 

5 

- 

- 

1953 

15 

19 

2 

2 

6 

6 

- 

1 

1952 

23 

^ 21 

1 

3 

6 

9 

- 

2 

1951 

18 

11 

2 

11 

10 

1 

- 

1950 

22 

32 

3 

8 

9 

5 

1 

4 

1949 

17 

21 

7 

6 

12 

9 

1 

2 

1948 

25 

24 

6 

10 

11 

11 

2 

1 

1947 

13 

27 

7 

14 

11 



12 

3 

3 

Tho  doatli  rato  from  tuberculosis  is  tho  lowest  over  rocordod  for  tho 
district. 

In  my  report  for  1955  I made  reference  to  tho  special 
consideration  given  by  tho  Council  to  housing  applicants  from  a 
homo  containing  a sufferer  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  This 
special  consideration  was  continued  during  1956  when  8 such  families 
wore  rehoused  in  adequate  modern  dwellings. 

SPECIAL  HEALTH  SSRVICES. 

(a)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

Tho  following  children  wore  treated  during  tho  year  in  their 
homos,  doctors^  surgeries  or  County  clinics 

E60  children  received  primary  full  courses  of  immunisation  treatment. 
85  children  received  "booster”  doses. 

There  has  not  boon  a confirmed  notification  of  diphtheria  in 
the  district  since  1948,  and  no  death  from  diphtheria  since  1945. 


4. 


(b)  A vacoination  campaign  against  Poliomyelitis  was  commenced 
during  the  year,  but  was  interrupted  through  lack  of  supply 

of  the  vaccine.  Seventy  seven  children  received  full  treatment 
and  twenty  seven  children  received  one  injection  of  the  vaccine. 

(c)  Food  Inspection. 

During  the  year  your  two  Public  Health  Inspectors  continued 
to  inspect  the  carcases  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  licensed 
slaughterhouses  in  the  area,  of  which  there  are  nine.  The 
following  is  a summary  of  their  2,314:  inspections  during  1956. 


Cattle 
excl. 
cows . 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

' 

Pigs 

Number  killed . 

3605 

■ 

839 

33 

7503 

5267 

Number  inspected. 

3543 

813 

33 

7327 

5195 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  & cysticerci. 

V/hole  carcases  condemned. 

4 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

1685 

220 

1 

124 

89 

% of  the  No,  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other 
than  T.B  and  cysticerci. 

47.. 5 

27.0  50 

3.03 

1.69 

1,71 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

2 

1 

mmmm 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

229 

68 

— 

— 

139 

% of  the  No.  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis. 

6 o46 

8,36 

— 

— 

2.67 

Cysticercosis . 

Carcases  of  v\hich  some  part 
or  organ  vra.s  condemned. 

4 

3 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  & totally  condemr 

led  — 

1 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

5 


The  following  other  foodstuffs  were  condemned;- 

35  tins  ham;  265  tins  moat;  1032  tins  vegetables;  61  tins  soup; 

458  tins  fruit;  1426  tins  milk;  37  tins  fish;  6 tins  cream;  5 tins 
chicken;  5 jars  jam;  4 packets  jelly;  24  fish  calces;  78  lb.  beef 
sausage;  55  lb.  pork  sausago ; 38  lb.  luncheon  meat;  26  lb.  tongue; 

7 lb.  corned  beef;  25  lb.  jellied  veal. 

All  the  condemned  food  mentioned  was  voluntarily  surrendered. 
In  no  instance  was  seizure  necessary  nor  was  there  any  prosecution 
for  the  exposure  for  sale  of  unsound  food . 

( d ) Conversions  to  water  carriage . 

During  the  year  a total  of  347  closets  of  the  conservancy 
type  wore  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system,  115  by  owners 
and  232  by  the  local  authority. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  various  typos  of  sanitary 
convonioince  in  the  area  was  as  follows:-  * 

Water  closets. 

Ashclosots . 

Ashpit  privies. 

( o)  General  Housing  Repairs. 

The  following  is  a surmiary  of  work  done  by  your  two  Public 
Health  Inspectors. 


10556 

2399 

164 


6. 


Number  of 

Inspections . 

Number  of 
Informal 

Notices . 

Number  of 
Statutory 
Notices . 

..1, 

w w 

CD  CD 

^ Mj 

CD  O 

Oi  O 

H'  c+ 

O CQ 

HOUSING. 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

2049 

312 

63 

281 

Inspections  of  outsteinding  notices. 

1145 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  - Insufficient. 

8 

6 

3 

7 

Defo  ctive . 

111 

71 

20 

60 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Posts  Act. 

43 

3 

3 

Drainage . 

261 

42 

16 

40 

Water  supply. 

81 

31 

10 

31 

Tents,  vans,  etc,, 

16 

— 

--- 

Miscellaneous  visits. 

528 

— - 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workplaces. 

58 

8 

— 

7 

Keeping  of  Animals. 

6 

3 

1 

3 

Insanitary  ashpits  and  receptacles. 

16 

12 

4 

11 

Offensive  accumulations. 

10 

6 

, — 

10 

Interviews . 

427 

- — 

~ 

Pet  Animals  Act. 

16 

— — 

— — — 

4775 

494 

117 

453 

NEW  HOUSES. 

During  the  year  a total  of  202  new  houses  were  provided  in 
the  area,  of  those  178  were  huilt  by  the  Council,  23  wcro  built 
by  private  enterprise  and  one  large  house  was  converted  into  two 
flats. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

During  the  year  your  rodent  operator  dealt  with  a total  of 
222  rat  infestations.  Of  these  26  were  on  Council  properties 
(tips,  sev/age  disposal  works,  etc.,)  37  were  on  privately  owned 
property  serviced  at  owner’s  expense,  and  154  were  on  premises 
involving  a total  of  518  dwelling  houses  serviced  on  block  control 
free  of  charge,  and  5 were  on  allotments. 


7. 


FACTORIES  AI^TD  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  136  factories  and  workshops  on  the  district’s 
register  of  which  19  are  factories  in  respect  of  \Aiiich  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  are  enforceable  by 
the  local  authority.  Fifty  eight  inspections  of  factories  and 
workshops  were  ma’de  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the 
year  resulting  in  the  discovery  of  eight  defects.  Seven  defects 
v/ere  remedied  as  a result  of  informal  written  notioe. 

FOOD. 


(a)  The  following  are  the  numbers  of  the  various  typos  of 
food  promises  in  the  area:- 

169  general  dealers. 

11  greengrocers  and/or 
fruiterers , 

34  confectioners. 

5 wot  fish  shops. 

21  fried  fish  and  chip  shops. 

21  promises  whore  milk  only 
is  retailed. 

(b)  Thirty  throe  promises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  small  moats,  sausages  oto. 

Seven  promises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 

cream. 

Forty  promises  are  registered  for  tho  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Fifty  promises  are  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations  for  the  distribution  of  milk. 

(c)  All  registered  promises  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 
and  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949-1954  were  inspected  during 
tho  year. 


34  butchering  and  small 
meats  manufacturing  ^ 
promises. 

16  snack  bars , cafes  or 
restaurants . 

28  general  grocery  shops . 

14  bakehouses. 


Notices  were  served  on  throe  owners  of  promises 
registered  for  tho  manufacture  and  preparation  of  small  moats, 
sausages  etc.,  regarding  contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955, 

(d)  Lectures  on  food  hygiene  wore  given  by  tho  Medical  Officer 
and  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  to  interested  organisations 
during  the  year. 

(e)  The  majority  of  unsound  meat  is  collected  and  processed 
by  a firm  from  a neighbouring  tovm.  All  unsound  other  foods  are 
either  buried  undeT^  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  or  returned  to  tho 
suppliers . 


8. 


(f)  The  loe  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc,,)  Regulations  1947- 
1952  provide  that  all  ice  cream  manufacturing  plants  shall  be 
equipped  v/ith  recording  equipment  for  the  heat  treatment  process. 
At  present  only  one  of  the  seven  manufacturers  fully  comply  with 
this  roquireiiBnt . The  others  iiave  been  instructed  that 
compliance  must  bo  made. 

(g)  In  addition  to  notices  served  on  registered  promises 
under  the  Rood  Hygiene  Regulations  1955,  further  notices  were 
served  and  complied  with  on  four  cafes  and  two  bakehouses.  Many 
of  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  food  premises  have  been  given  a 
booklet  explaining  the  requirements  of  the  regulations. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AHD  DISPOSAL. 


During  the  year  a system  of  properly  controlled  tipping  at 
the  Council’s  main  refuse  tip  was  instituted  for  the  first  time 
by  the  provision  of  an  angledozor.  This  has  resulted  in  the 
abatement  of  frequently  recurring  nuisances  from  smell  and  smoke 
on  the  tip,  and  has  greatly  enhanced  the  appearance  of  the  tip 
site. 


Numbe  r 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 


of 

of 

of 

of 

of 


promises  cleansed  by  direct  labour 
premises  cleansed  by  contract 
v/orkmen  employed  by  Council, 
motor  vehicles  employed  by  Council, 
horses  and  carts  employed  by  Council. 


1956  1946 

12789  10962 

18  316 

30  34 

12  11 

0 5 


I am., 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.G.  DONALD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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APPENDIX 


Comparisons  in  Vital  Statistics  etc.,  during  tho  years  1947  --  1956 


YITAL  STATISTICS 

1947, 

1948. 

1949. 

1950. 

1951. 

1952. 

1953. 

i.ii  1 1 ,i 

1954. 

r-  - ---  ----  - ■ 

1955. 

1956, 

Birth  Rate. 

25.6 

21.5 

20,9 

17.9 

18,8  ■ 

17.4  • 

17.9 

18,3 

17.6 

17.3 

Death  Rate. 

14,7 

21.8 

11.7 

12,2 

14,5 

11,6 

11.2 

11.6 

11.0 

11.6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate.  • 

49.1 

50.5 

33.1 

35,0 

35.5 

27.3 

21.3 

35.1 

38.5 

30,6 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - Notifications  and  Deaths. 


1947. 

1948. 

1949. 

1950. 

1951. 

1952. 

1953, 

1954. 

1955, 

1956, 

N 

D 

N 

D 

N 

D 

N 

D 

N 

D 

N 

D 

N 

D 

N 

D 

N 

D 

N 

D 

Acute  Poliomyelitis, 

10 

2 

6 

6 

2 

1 

8 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

3 

1 

3 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria . 

3 

- 

7 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Dysentery. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

6 

12 

- 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

17 

- 

36 

- 

- 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever. 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Erysipelas. 

8 

- 

10 

- 

3 

- 

7 

- 

1 

- 

6 

- 

6 

1 

3 

- 

3 

- 

2 

- 

Measles . 

289 

- 

284 

- 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  FUIMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 
Including  Inwarc^  Transfers. 
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DEATHS  FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 


Including  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
who  were  not  notified  prior  to  death. 
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